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50TH ANNIVERSARY RIBBON CUTTING
BBBS OFFICE

EVANSVILLE BOWL FOR KIDS’ SAKE
FRANKLIN LANES

POSEY BOWL FOR KIDS’ SAKE
POSEY LANES

BBBS NIGHT AT THE OTTERS GAME
BOSSE FIELD

IT’S NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH
Think about a person in your life who has guided you to where you are today. January 
is National Mentoring Month and it’s the perfect time 
to reflect on those who have inspired you to succeed. 
Every day our mentors believe in the power of our 
programs and strive to defend the potential in their 
Littles. This month we are especially grateful for their 
ongoing commitment.

If you have ever considered becoming a mentor in our 
programs, now is the time to start. You can visit our 
website at mentoringkids.org or give us a call at 812-
425-6076. It’s a simple step that can ignite a positive 
change in your life as well as the life of a local child. 

This month we want to say THANK YOU to all of our 
volunteer mentors who are planting seeds in our youth so they can blossom into more 
successful adults later in life. Big Brothers Big Sisters would not exist without caring 
people who want to actively help the youth in our community.



TOGETHER,  WE ARE DEFENDERS OF POTENTIAL
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2019 BOWL FOR KIDS’ SAKE

YOU CAN ALSO LEARN ABOUT ALL OF OUR UPCOMING EVENTS AT MENTORINGKIDS.ORG/EVENTS
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50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
This year is a BIG year for Big Brothers Big Sisters locally as it marks the 50th Anniversary of our mentoring pro-
grams in Southwestern Indiana. The history of BBBS can be traced back to 1915 when Juvenile Court Judge Thomas 
Lockyear instituted the Big Sister program. A Big Brother program was in existence by 1925, but both fell victim to 
the Depression. In 1967, a group of local businessmen, community organization leaders, and school administrators 
restarted the Big Brother program. The Evansville Area Council of Churches initiated a “Big Brother” program pat-
terned after Big Brothers of America, Inc., but the program operated independently until incorporating in the State of 
Indiana in 1969. That is when our story truly begins.

In 1975, a Big Sister program was initiated, and in October, the corporate name was changed to Big Brothers Big 
Sisters. The first Executive Director, Frank Howard, worked diligently to grow local programs for nearly 35 years. 
During his time as Executive Director, he grew the agency from 13 matches to over 60 matches by the late 80’s. After 
three and a half decades of commitment to the organization, Frank stepped down and Linda Reed soon took over the 
agency. During Linda’s time at the agency, programs in Perry and Spencer significantly grew. One of her goals was to 
increase support of the smaller counties outside of Evansville. In 2011 Linda stepped down as Executive Director and 
Anna Hargis filled the role. 

Anna had a passion for fund development and worked diligently to ensure our 
agency’s financial stability. In 2016, she filled a new role as Director of Fund Devel-
opment and Eric Smith took the lead as Executive Director. Today, Eric still leads 
our seven county service area and is excited to share our agency’s history during 
this celebratory milestone.

We are excited to continue to share bits of our history with you throughout the 
year. Be sure to follow us on Facebook (@mentoringkids), Instagram (@mentor-
ingkids), and Twitter (@mentoring_kids). 

Did you know that the first local Bowl for Kids’ Sake event was 
held in 1982 and raised around $13,000? Bowl for Kids’ Sake  2019 
is set out to be our biggest and most fun event yet! In line with the 
50th Anniversary, Evansville’s Bowl for Kids’ Sake goal is to raise 
$50,000 for local programs and we need your help. The event will 
take place on Wednesday, March 6th and Saturday, March 9th at 
Franklin Lanes. 

Our Posey County office is also hosting a Bowl for Kids’ Sake in Mt. Vernon, IN at Posey Lanes. Posey Bowl 
for Kids’ Sake will take place on Sunday, March 17th. So, gear up to put on your best St. Patrick’s day outfit 
and raise money for BBBS programs in Posey County!

EVANSVILLE BOWL FOR KIDS’ SAKE
MARCH 6 & 9

Register or learn more at 
bowlevansville.org

POSEY BOWL FOR KIDS’ SAKE
MARCH 17

Register or learn more at 
mentoringkids.org/bowlposey

OUR LOGO THROUGHOUT 
THE YEARS

We are seeking former Board 
Members, Bigs (volunteers), 

and Littles (children) who 
have been part of our local 

programs over the 
past 50 years.

Call us at 812-425-6076 
or email Kayla at 

kmckenzie@mentoringkids.org

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Our look may change 
over time, but we have 

consistently been 
dedicated to changing 

the lives of youth 
in our community.

Over 70 new matches 
made in 2018!


